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Aim of the study

Explore the basis for including competition
traits in the genetic evaluation of the
Icelandic horse

The genetic evaluation Is currently based on
records from breeding field-test traits



Breeding goal

= The Icelandic horse
should have five good
gaits and an excellent
temperament

= Conformation should be
well suited for riding
and aesthetically
appealing




Breeding objectives

Detailed description of traits measured in breeding
field tests with relative weightings

Conformation

Ridden abilities/gaits

Head

Neck, withers & shoulders

Back and hindquarters

Proportions

Leg quality

Leg stance
Hooves

Mane and tail

Total:

3%

10%

3%

7.5%

6%

3%
6%
1.5%

40%

Tolt 15%
Trot 7.5%
Pace 9%
Canter/gallop 4.5%
Spirit 12.5%
General impression 10%
Walk 1.5%

60%




Estimation of breeding values

BLUP method

Includes 17 traits
The 15 traits judged in field-tests
Total score
Height of withers

Horses ranked according to total score

International genetic evaluation
Since 2005
11 countries

Registration on WorldFengur
Unique ID-number
Breeding field-test records
Estimated breeding values
Pedigree and progeny information
Breeder and owner (history)
Colour, identification marks
DNA sequences
Health records







